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Municipality of the District of St. Mary’s Newsletter   
December 2025  

 (W)www.saint-marys.ca   (P)902-522-2049 (F)902-522-2309 (E)info@saint-marys.ca                                            

Meetings of Council         
The Committee of the Whole meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 3rd at 5:00 pm, with the Meeting of 
Council on Wednesday, December 3rd immediately following the COTW meeting at the Municipal Office in 
Sherbrooke. Agendas, meeting packages, minutes and audio files are available at www.saint-marys.ca.  

Warden’s Message 
On behalf of the Council and staff of the Municipality, I would like to wish 
everyone a happy and peaceful holiday season. No matter how you celebrate, 
this is traditionally the time for friends and family to get together. I hope you 
all find some rest and happiness in spite of the spinning events of the world 
around us. 
There will be many events through the month at community centres and I 
hope you are able to take advantage of the offerings. Shout out to my local 
Goshen Community Centre (December 6th from 6:00-8:00 pm) where Santa 
always hears my wish list, although sometimes is remiss in follow through! 
Check the newsletter for more. 
Longer winter days (let me rephrase that.. winter nights) got you sluggish and 
looking for something to do? With the weather getting chillier do you just 
not feel like going out? Let me offer you a great deal for December. 
GALA (Guysborough Adult Learning Association) offers activities in both the 
Sherbrooke Library and the Goshen Community Centre. They offer Creative 
Writing where you can put pen to paper and see where your imagination 
takes you! Prompts will be provided to spark poetry, stories, memoirs, and 
more. Everyone has a story—come and find yours. And also, Games Days, 
where you can enjoy an afternoon of fun and connection with brain teasers, 
trivia, sudoku, Scrabble, and more. Relax and play with friends old and new! 
Times and locations are: Goshen Community Centre – Tuesdays, 1:00–3:00 
pm and the Sherbrooke Library – Fridays, 1:00–3:00 pm. So you won’t be 
bored, the programs switch every other week! Now you might say (if you 
speak in iambic pentameter) “Warden, how might I, a citizen with no or 
limited transportation avenues attend these events?” Here’s my deal, if you 
want to attend and transportation is an issue, for the month of December call 
SMART-GO at 902-522-2000 and go. I will pay half your fare! (Caveat; no, you 
can’t call from the airport!!) 
Finally, hat’s off to Tammie Vautour (yeah, yeah, I know. You don’t crave 
recognition for this) for a tremendously successful “Feast for A Cause” dinner 
held on November 15th. Over $9,000 was raised for the food bank in an 
evening of great food and marginal table service provided by all your 
councillors and MLA Greg Morrow. Also, thank you to our community as a 
whole for coming and showing your care and concern for our neighbors.  
-Warden, James Fuller 
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Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the January 2026 

Newsletter is Wednesday, December  
17th at 4:00pm. Submissions can be 

made at the Municipal Office, faxed to 
902-522-2309, or emailed to  
newsletter@saint-marys.ca.  

Municipal Transfer Station Hours 
Monday, December 1st: 9am-4:30pm  
Monday, December 8th: 9am–4:30pm 

Saturday, December 13th: 10am–3:00pm 
Monday, December 15th: 9am–4:30pm 
Monday, December 22nd: 9am–4:30pm 

Saturday, December 27th: Closed 
Monday, December 29th: 10am-4:30pm 
Visit saint-marys.ca/facilities for more 

information.  

MacMillan’s Recyclable Depot 
Recyclable collection is on the second 

and fourth Saturdays of the month 
from 10:00am to 2:00pm at the St. 

Mary’s Recplex.  
For more info call 902-863-1127. 

Solid Waste Collection Schedule 
You can now find the solid waste 

collection schedule included on the 
Municipal Calendar on page 3.  

You can find more information  about 
solid waste, and subscribe to receive 
solid waste collection reminders at 
https://www.saint-marys.ca/waste-

management.html. 

Municipal Holiday Closures 
The Municipal Office will close at noon on December 24th for the holidays, 
and will reopen on Monday, January 5th at 8:30 am.  To provide continuity of 
service, the main municipal phone line, 902-522-2049, will be answered from 
8:30 am to 4:00 pm Monday, December 29th and Tuesday December 30th, and 
from 8:30 am to noon on Wednesday, December 31st.  Email will be directed 
to the appropriate department for review after the holidays. 
The Recplex will be closed December 25th, 26th & January 1st. For Recplex 
Rentals between December 22nd and January 5th, please book by December 
19th at 4:00 pm. Book early to secure your preferred time slot. 
For urgent Water Utility matters, contact 902-522-2156.   
 

Property Tax Rebates  
The Municipal Low Income Property 

Tax Exemption forms and the 
Provincial Property Tax Rebate for 

Seniors forms are available. Visit the 
Municipal Office to complete your 

applications by December 31st, 2025.  
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Municipal News 

Civic Sign Etiquette   
This is your reminder to check your sign today! A visible 
civic sign helps emergency services, first responders, EHS, 
RCMP, delivery drivers, and visitors find your location 
quickly when it matters most. Ensure your sign is visible 
from the road. If you don’t have a civic sign or haven’t 
been assigned a civic number, call the Municipal Office or 
email jadzia.rudolph@saint-marys.ca.  

2026 Property Tax Assessment  
The 2026 Property Assessment Notices will be mailed to 
property owners on January 13th, 2026 by Property 
Valuation Services Corporation. The deadline to appeal 
your 2026 property assessment is February 13th, 2026. For 
questions about your assessment, to appeal, or mailing 
address changes, please call PVSC at 1-800-380-7775 or 
visit www.pvsc.ca.  

Municipal Recycling Program  
Starting December 1st, St. Mary’s recycling program will 
be managed by Circular Materials, a national not-for-
profit organization that is committed to building an 
efficient and effective recycling system in Nova Scotia.  
Curbside collection will continue and will now include 
more items, see the list on page 4. As part of the new 
program, flexible plastics, aerosol containers and foam 
packaging will now be returned to MacMillan’s Recycling 
Depot. To find out more, visit https://
www.circularmaterials.ca/resident-provinces/nova-scotia. 

Battery Disposal  
The Municipal Office is a free battery drop-off location 
for residents! Properly storing and disposing of batteries 
helps prevent explosions, leaks, and environmental 
damage. Please do not place batteries in your regular 
garbage or recycling. Be sure to check your devices—
such as laptops, cellphones, and power tools—for 
swollen or damaged batteries and bring them in for safe 
disposal. Batteries are considered Household Hazardous 
Waste. You can drop them off for free at the Municipal 
Office.  

Voyent Alert  
The Municipality uses Voyent Alert to share water utility 
notices, important updates and daily notices. Alerts can 
be sent to your phone, landline, or email. Register by 
calling the Municipal Office, email Jadzia.Rudolph@saint-
marys.ca or online at register.voyent-alert.com to choose 
the notifications you want to receive. 

From the Cruiser Report 
To read the From the Cruiser Report visit https://
www.saint-marys.ca/protective-services.html. 

Municipal Drought Response  
The Water Distribution Program will conclude once the 
remaining stock has been distributed. Recent rainfall and 
reduced participation have decreased the need for 
continued distribution. The public will be notified when 
all remaining stock has been distributed. 
Residents are reminded that well water testing is 
especially important at this time and should be done 
annually. Testing kits are available at the Municipal 
Office. For more information on well water testing and 
maintenance, please visit: https://novascotia.ca/nse/
water/docs/wellwaterbookletEnglish.pdf. 
The SMECA Shower Facility will continue to be available 
for residents who need shower access, following the 
current key fob deposit process. If you have questions 
about the key fob or if the deposit presents a difficulty, 
please email recreation@saint-marys.ca. 

EV Chargers at the Municipal Office 
The Municipality partnered with Nova Scotia Power to 
install two fast-charging electric vehicle (EV) chargers at 
the Municipal Office. This initiative supports expanded 
access to clean transportation options across the 
Province, helps encourage the use of electric vehicles in 
our region, and provides a convenient charging location 
for both residents and visitors.  

Winter Preparedness 
The Municipality encourages all residents to take a few 
simple steps to stay safe and prepared during the colder 
months. Now is a great time to check your emergency 
supplies, including flashlights, batteries, blankets, 
medications, and enough food and water to last at least 
72 hours. Preparing your home is equally important—
ensure walkways are clear, heating systems are working 
properly, and smoke and carbon monoxide detectors 
have fresh batteries. Residents are also reminded to drive 
with caution during winter weather. Keep your vehicle 
stocked with an emergency kit, winter tires, and a full 
tank of gas whenever possible. Staying informed is key—
monitor local weather alerts and updates to know what 
conditions to expect. Taking a few proactive steps now 
can help keep you and your family safe all season long.  

Volunteer of the Year 
The Municipality of the District of St. Mary’s is proud to 
recognize Bruce Sinclair as this year’s Municipal 
Volunteer of the Year. Bruce is a sixth-generation dairy 
and sheep farmer residing in Goshen, currently milking 
cows and raising breeding stock sheep on his 200-year-
old family farm. Bruce is the current Chair of the Eastern 
Nova Scotia Exhibition in Antigonish, showcasing 
agriculture to the public. He has been a 4-H leader for 35 
years and continues to work and mentor youth with 
livestock projects. For many years he has served on 
various local, provincial and national agriculture boards 
promoting sheep and dairy. Bruce has been a volunteer 
with the Goshen Fire Department for 33 years and Chief 
for the past 10 years. Besides the normal duties of Chief, 
he also procures grants and funding, ensures vehicles 
and equipment are maintained and that ongoing training 
and education continue for the department members. 
Because of his leadership, the department continues to 
serve our community. Thank you Bruce!  
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Solid Waste 2025-26 Collection Schedule 
Tuesday ZONE 1 Wednesday ZONE 2 Thursday ZONE 3 

December 2 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 

December 3 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 

December 4 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 
December 9 

Recyclables Only 

December 10 

Recyclables Only 

December 11 

Recyclables Only 

December 16 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 

December 17 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 

December 18 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 

December 23 

Recyclables Only 

December 24 

Recyclables Only 

Monday, December 29 

Recyclables Only 

December 30 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 

December 31 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 

Friday, January 2 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 

January 6 

Recyclables Only 

January 7 

Recyclables Only 

January 8 

Recyclables Only 

January 13 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 

January 14 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 

January 15 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 

January 20 

Recyclables Only 

January 21 

Recyclables Only 

January 22 

Recyclables Only 

January 27 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 

January 28 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 

January 29 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 

February 3 

Recyclables Only 

February 5 

Recyclables Only 

February 5 

Recyclables Only 

February 10 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 

February 11 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 

February 12 

Garbage Only and 1 Bulky Item 

February 17 

Recyclables Only 

February 18 

Recyclables Only 

February 19 

Recyclables Only 

February 24 

Garbage & 1 Bulky Item 

February 25 

Garbage & 1 Bulky Item 

February 26 

Garbage & 1 Bulky Item 

March 3 

Recyclables Only 

March 4 

Recyclables Only 

March 5 

Recyclables Only 

March 10 

Garbage & 1 Bulky Item 

March 11 

Garbage & 1 Bulky Item 

March 12 

Garbage & 1 Bulky Item 

March 17 

Recyclables Only 

March 18 

Recyclables Only 

March 19 

Recyclables Only 

ZONE 1: New Chester, Ecum Secum, Liscomb to Sherbrooke including Sonora and Old Road Hill. 
ZONE 2: East Loon Lake, Smithfield, Denver, Newtown, Glenelg Church Rd, Aspen, to Goshen to Borneo Rd. 
ZONE 3: Hwy 211, IHL to Port Bickerton, Stillwater, West Melrose, Lead Minds Rd, to Waternish inclusive.  

QUESTIONS?  
Call Eastern Shore Cartage at 1-800-261-0372 or 902-885-2382 
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Pursuant to the Municipal Government Act, the Municipality shall each year publish a list 
of grants or contributions made to community organizations in the Municipality. The 
following are a list of grants given by the District of St. Mary's for the fiscal year April 1, 
2024, to March 31, 2025.  

 

Total Amount Granted for 2024/2025 Fiscal Year - $114,393.10 

Organization Amount 
Granted 

Organization Amount 
Granted 

Stillwater Community Center $225.71 Sonora Community Center $1,450 

District 6 Vol Fire Dept (Goshen) $6,365.14 SHOPS $300 

East River Vol Fire Dept $5,258 Royal Canadian Legion Br 56 $225.71 

Eastern Shore Sunshine Club $200 St. Mary’s District Fireman’s 
Association 

$13,145 

Eureka Fire Dept $2,629 
  

St. Mary’s Education Centre/
Academy & Scholarships 

$4,250 

Ecum Secum Vol Fire Dept. $15,236.56 Women’s Inst. Port Bickerton $150 

St. Mary’s District Lions $1,085.71 St. Mary’s Food Bank $1,728.57 

Goshen Community Center $2,747.05 Guysborough Co. Older Adult 
Games 

$3,000 

Greenfield Oldsters Club $1,950 St. Mary’s Boat Club $225.71 

Heritage Goldenville Society $2,517.04 St. Mary’s Trails Association $8,300 

Historic Sherbrooke Village Development/
Restoration Commission – Christmas 

$4,000 St. Mary’s ATV Club $225.71 

IHL/Jordanville Community Center $1,300 St. John’s Cemetery Society $300 

Liscomb Vol. Fire Dept $5,836 Sherbrooke Show and Shine $600 

Stan Rodgers Folk Festival $1,100 New Chester Community Centre $228.57 

McKeen Lake Lodge $978.57 Sherbrooke Vol Fire Dept $6,508 

Port Bickerton Planning Association $6,528.50 Sherbrooke Village -River Days/
Community Social 

$840 

Queens Lodge $850  Strait Area Ground Search and 
Rescue 

$1,000 

Seashore Vol Fire Dept $8,236.50 Willing Workers of Port Bickerton $700 

Women’s Inst. Port Hilford $500 Whale Sanctuary Canada $1,222.05 

Liscomb Legion $850 St. Mary’s District Garden Club $1,600 

Department of Community Development & Recreation 
Skate Sharpening  
The Municipality offers Skate Sharpening services. The 
cost is $5 per pair. Drop skates off at the Municipal Office 
on Thursday, they will be sharpened by staff and available 
for pick up on Friday at 2:00 pm.  

Adults-Only Free Skate 
Adult-Only Free Skate every Wednesday from 1:00 to 
2:00 pm at the Recplex. Enjoy an adult-only environment. 
Helmets and skates are available free of charge.  
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Adult Rec Hockey is Back! 
Games are held weekly on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm and 
8:00 pm at the St. Mary’s Recplex. Don’t miss out—join us 
for great hockey season and even better company! 

Department of Community Development & Recreation 
St. Mary’s Volunteer Appreciation Celebration 
Volunteers in the Municipality are invited to the 2025 St. 
Mary’s Volunteer Appreciation Celebration on December 
4th, from 6:30 to 8:00pm at the Sherbrooke Village Exhibit 
Centre. This annual event honours the dedication and 
hard work of the many volunteers who help make St. 
Mary’s a vibrant and supportive community. The 
celebration brings together residents, organizations, and 
community leaders to recognize the valuable 
contributions of local volunteers.  

St. Mary’s Coyotes House League Hockey 
Did you miss registration? It’s not to late, email 
Recreation@saint-marys.ca to register today! Registration 
fees are $100 plus a $50 uniform deposit, which is 
returned at the end of the season when uniforms are 
returned. Payment can be made by cash, debit, or 
cheque. Practice is held on Thursday evenings for ages 5-
9 from 6-7pm and 7-8pm for ages 10-15. Scrimmage 
Games are held on Saturdays from 10-11 am for ages 5-9 
and 11am-12pm for ages 10-15. 

St. Mary’s Fitness Centre 
Open Monday to Friday, 3:00 to 10:00pm. Get your fob 
for $20 & complete a registration package and attend an 
orientation session and find a buddy to join! For more 
information or to register, contact Victoria at 902-522-
2598 or Recreation@saint-marys.ca. 

St. Mary’s Fit & Fun Series 
Thank you to everyone who participated in St. Mary’s Fit 
and Fun during November! A reminder to those 
registered for the Paint Class at 1:00pm on December 4th: 
please wear clothing you don’t mind getting messy. The 
painting session will run for approximately 4 hours. If you 
would like to be added to the waitlist, please call 902-522
-2598. We also had a great turnout for Chair Yoga in 
Liscomb! If this is a program you’d be interested in 
participating in on a regular basis, please email 
Recreation@saint-marys.ca or give a call. Keep following 
along for more activities coming up in the New Year! 

St. Mary’s Skate & Create Club 
St. Mary’s Skate & Create Club will run on Wednesdays 
after school until 5:00pm starting December 3rd and 
ending January 28th. Youth ages 8–12 will enjoy a fun mix 
of skating time and creative craft projects each week, 
with all supplies, skate time, and a snack included. 
Children will be walked from the school to the Recplex by 
two designated Recreation Leaders to ensure a safe 
transition after school. To register call 902-522-2598, visit 
https://forms.office.com/r/YCh6gqMfat or email 
Recreation@saint-marys.ca. 

Community Social Proposals 
The Recreation Department is seeking proposals from 
community organizations interested in hosting socials 
this winter!  Proposals can be for a single event or a 
series and should aim to bring people together for fun, 
social activities that strengthen community bonds during 
the colder months. Submissions should include the type 
of event, target audience, location, community benefits, a 
budget, and the amount of funding requested. The 
Department welcomes creative ideas, from family-friendly 
gatherings to events for seniors or special interest 
groups. Submissions are due by December 17. To request 
an application form, contact the Municipal Office or email 
recreation@saint-marys.ca.  

St. Mary’s Recplex Rentals 
Book your ice time today! Call 902-522-2049, email 
recreation@saint-marys.ca or visit https://
outlook.office.com/book/StMaryamp39sRecplex@saint-
marys.ca/. All rentals must be made 24 hours in advance 
and by 4pm Thursday for weekends. For Recplex Rentals 
between December 22nd and January 5th, please book by 
Friday December 19th at 4:00pm.  

Equipment Loan Program 
The Municipality offers free short-term loans of outdoor 
equipment to help residents enjoy the winter season. 
Available equipment includes snowshoes, ice skates, and 
more for outdoor recreation. There are no rental fees, 
only a refundable deposit. Borrowing equipment is a 
great way to try new activities or stay active during the 
colder months. Calling ahead is recommended to ensure 
the items you want are available. For more information, 
call 902-522-2598 or email Recreation@saint-marys.ca.  

50+ Hockey 
50+ hockey is on Thursdays from 8:00 to 9:00 pm with a 
registration fee of $100 for the season. Register at the 
Municipal Office or email Recreation@saint-marys.ca.  

Community Free Skate 
Enjoy a Free Skate every Saturday from 1–2pm at the St. 
Mary’s Recplex. Everyone is welcome! Helmets and skates 
are available free of charge.  

Pond Hockey at the Recplex 
Adults aged 19+ are invited to join a laid-back, non-
competitive, no-contact hockey program—just like good 
old-fashioned pick-up hockey! Each week, players will 
gather, split into two teams, and enjoy a fun game on the 
ice. The program will run on Tuesday evenings from 7–8 
pm with a registration fee of $100. A minimum number of 
participants is required for the program to run. Please 
visit https://forms.office.com/r/fJrGEdP51A and let us 
know by December 10th if you are interested .  

Join the St. Mary’s Active Women’s Group! 
The Active Women’s Group is your weekly go-to for fun, 
fitness, and friendship. Participants enjoy fitness classes, 
outdoor adventures, hikes, and more, with activities for 
all fitness levels. The group meets on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00pm, with locations varying depending on 
the activity. For more information or to register, email 
Recreation@saint-marys.ca or 902-522-2598. 
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2025 Sherbrooke Antique & Classic Car Show Official Sponsor List 
 

1. Department of Public Works, Sherbrooke Division 
2. Highland Building Supplies, 8218 Main Street, Sherbrooke 
3. Highland Building Supplies, 1639 Brierly Brook Road, Antigonish 
4. Municipality of the District of St. Mary’s 
5. Beech Hill Auto & Towing, 453 Beech Hill Road, Beech Hill 
6. Keltic Ford Motors, 88 Main Street, Antigonish 
7. NAPA Auto Parts, 52 Andrew Street, Antigonish 
8. RJ MacIsaac Construction Ltd., 1505 Barrington Street, Suite 1501, 
Halifax 
9. Nova Construction Company Ltd., Antigonish 
10. Bud’s Kwikway, 8208 Highway 7, Sherbrooke 
11. Sherbrooke Village Inn, 7975 Highway 7, Sherbrooke 
12. System Care Cleaning & Restoration, 1644 Brierly Brook Road, 
Antigonish 
13. Honourable Greg Morrow 
14. MacDonald Chrysler Limited, 2870 Highway 4, Antigonish 
15. Carquest Auto Parts, 2935 Old Highway 104, Antigonish 
16. Bumper to Bumper Auto Parts, 73 St. Andrews Street, Antigonish 
17. Sherbrooke Garage, 8152 Main Street, Sherbrooke  
18. Ron Chisholm Hydro Seeding Ltd., 21 Celtic Drive, St. Andrew’s 
19. The Soap Company of Nova Scotia, 8000 Highway 7, Sherbrooke 
20. Nova Scotia Liquor Commission, 8015 Highway 7, Sherbrooke 
21. CJFX c/o Atlantic Broadcasters Ltd., 5663 Highway 7, Antigonish 
22. RCMP, Sherbrooke Detachment 
23. Whale Sanctuary Project, 8186 Highway 7, Sherbrooke 
24. St. Mary’s District Lions Club, 7996 Highway 7, Sherbrooke 
25. Scotia Diesel Services, 31 Angus MacQuarrie Drive, Antigonish 
26. G.F. MacDonald Trucking and Bulldozing, Rocky Mountain 
27. E&L MacGrath Trucking & Contracting, Aspen 
28. St. Mary’s Association for Rural Transit, 8218 Highway 7, Sherbrooke 
 

 
Thank you to our Sponsors!  
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Community News & Events 
The Whale Sanctuary Project  
The Whale Sanctuary Project would like to express our 
sincere gratitude to the people of St. Mary’s Municipality 
for your continued engagement and support. We are 
deeply appreciative of the community’s steadfast 
interest, questions, and guidance throughout this journey 
to establish the whale sanctuary. We are especially 
grateful to our volunteers, whose dedication brings local 
events and initiatives to life, and to the Community 
Liaison Committee for its thoughtful participation and 
ongoing dialogue. Each of you helps shape this effort, 
and we do not take that for granted. As we move 
forward, our priority is to continue being a respectful, 
constructive, and reliable presence in the community. 
Creating North America’s first whale sanctuary requires 
patience, care, and collaboration, and we are committed 
to working alongside you every step of the way. Thank 
you for welcoming us into St. Mary’s, for your openness, 
and for the conversations—past, present, and future—
that help guide this work. We look forward to the next 
phase of this shared journey to improve the lives of 
whales, and to the positive impact we hope the sanctuary 
will create. 

Ecum Secum Sunshine Club 
The quilt draw was held on November 19, and Gerry 
Turner won the beautiful quilt. Thank you to everyone for 
your support!  

Indian Harbour Lake & Jordanville Community Centre 
Auction 45’s Card Parties on Tuesdays at 7:30pm. 
Christmas Tea on Saturday, December 6th at 2pm. 
Anchor to Calm with Tim Campbell on Thursday, 
December 11 & 18 at 7:00pm. The cost is $5.  

Department of Economic Development 
Municipal Business Directory 
Did you know the Municipal website has a business 
directory? Check to make sure your contact information 
is up to date. New businesses can submit their details at 
https://www.saint-marys.ca/business-directory.html. 

Tourism                                                                                      
Go to https://saintmarysnovascotia.com/ to see what St. 
Mary’s has to offer from activities, to where to eat, and 
where to stay. To have your local business listed, use the 
Contact Us link on the website. Be sure to check out the 
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/people/St-
Marys-Tourism/61575905308792/.  Business Resources 

For business resource listings go to https://www.saint-
marys.ca/business-resources.html. 

Stillwater Community Centre 
We’re excited to invite you to our Card Parties on Friday 
evenings. Doors will open at 7:00 pm, and the game of 
45’s will begin at 7:30pm. Join us for an evening of cards, 
prizes, and a few good laughs! If you’re looking for a 
space to host a family event or meeting, our recently 
renovated hall is available to rent. The cost is $75 for a 
day or $50 for a half day. To book the hall, contact 
Gordon MacIntosh at 902-497-1201. 
Goshen Community & Recreation Centre 
The Bargain Shop is open every Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday from 1:00 to 3:00pm. It will be closed from 
December 8th until after Christmas. Donations of items 
can be dropped off during open hours. Game Day takes 
place every Wednesday from 1:00 to 4:00pm, and 
Cribbage is held on Tuesdays at 7:30 pm with no partner 
required and a $5.00 admission fee. Coffee Breaks are 
held every second Monday, with December dates on 
December 1st, 15th & 29th starting at 9:30am. The Annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting will be held on December 6th 
starting at 6:00pm. There will be fun for the family with 
treats, crafts and a visit from Santa. Recyclable bottles are 
still being accepted and can be dropped off at the 
Centre, and volunteers and committee members are 
always welcome. For more information, please contact 
Laurie Chisholm at 902-783-2291 or Lisa Myers at 902-
318-4401.  

Greenfield Oldsters 
Join us for Auction 45's on Tuesdays at 1:00pm with 8 
rounds of 8 hands each. Admission is $5.00 per person, 
with a 50/50 draw and cash prizes. For more information, 
contact Gloria MacKeen at 902-870-1512. Cribbage is 
held at the Greenfield Oldsters Club on Thursday 
evenings. Registration starts at 7:00pm with cards at 
7:30pm. No partner required. Admission is $5.00 per 
person, with 8 games, a 50/50 draw, and cash prizes. The 
Greenfield Oldsters Club has a 200 sq. ft. office space for 
lease at 7575 Highway 348, Melrose, including heat, 
lights, access to washrooms, and a kitchen. Ample 
parking is available. For inquiries, contact John Watson at 
john.jd.watson@gmail.com or 902-823-2247. 
Maple Manor Cafe 
Stop by the Maple Manor Café on Tuesday mornings at 
9:30am for a warm drink and games!  

Seniors Luncheon Club 
The Seniors Luncheon Club will hold its next luncheon on 
Tuesday, December 9th at the Moser River Community 
Hall, with food served at noon. The meal will include 
turkey, vegetables, and dessert. A donation box will be 
available at the door. Enjoy music before the meal, and 
stay afterward for free bingo.  

St. Mary’s International Travelling Youth (SMITY) 
December 6th, from 9:00am-2:00pm there will be a 
Christmas Vendor Sale at St. Mary’s Education Centre/
Academy hosted by SMITY. Want to be a vendor? Please 
reach out by emailing st.marysity@gmail.com.  
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Community News & Events 
St. Mary’s District Lion’s Club 
St. Mary’s District Lions are offering support to families 
with children who need assistance during the holidays. 
This program is funded through club fundraisers, 
member contributions, and the generosity of local 
residents and businesses. Last year, the Lions supported 
10 families with a total of 21 children. If you or someone 
you know requires this type of assistance, please contact 
Lion Patti Lou McGrath at 902-870-5729 or Lion Heather 
Laybolt at 902-522-2463 by the December 12th deadline. 
Ring in the New Year at the St. Mary’s District Lions Hall 
in Sherbrooke on December 31st, from 9:00 pm to 1:00 
am. Music by DJ John Fenton. Admission is $20, and 
advance tickets are available from Lions members. A light 
lunch will be offered after the New Year’s Eve 
countdown. For tickets, contact Arlene Worth at 902-318-
2588, Heather Lindsay at 902-318-8510, Rod Dunbar at 
902-870-5462, or Heather Laybolt at 902-522-2463. 

Sherbrooke & Area Volunteer Fire Department  
The Sherbrooke & Area Volunteer Fire Department is 
holding a Christmas Dinner Basket Draw. Tickets are $5 
each or three for $10, with the draw taking place on 
December 18th. To purchase tickets, contact Angela at 
902-318-3956 or Chrissy at 902-318-1927. Thank you for 
supporting the Sherbrooke & Area Volunteer Fire 
Department! 

St. Mary’s Community Choir Christmas Concert 
St. Mary’s Community Choir presents a Christmas 
Celebration Concert at St. John’s United Church on 
Saturday, December 6th at 7:00pm.  Donations will be 
collected in memory of Donnie Fraser and Fred Hirschfeld 
in support of St. Mary’s Memorial Hospital and St. John’s 
United Church. 

Ecum Secum Volunteer Fire Brigade 
The Penny Auction will be held on December 5. The 
annual Burnell Jewers Memorial Lobster Trap Tree 
Lighting will take place on December 13 at 5:00pm at the 
Ecum Secum Community Park. If you wish to make a 
donation in memory of a loved one, contact Tiffany Pye. 

Pickleball 
Join us Wednesday evenings in the main gym in 
Sherbrooke at St. Mary’s Education Centre / Academy. 
Play begins at 6:00pm. No experience is needed—we 
play for exercise, laughs, and fun. All equipment is 
provided, along with a basic introduction to the game 
and rules. Thanks to St. Mary’s Academy for the space 
and nets, and St. Mary’s Municipality for paddles and 
balls, there are no fees. Clean indoor sneakers are 
recommended. For more information, call Debbie 
Feltmate at 902-522-2281. Hope to see you there! 

St. Mary’s Shooters Association 
The final shoot of 2025 took place on Sunday November 
2nd. It was well attended with 21 competitors and several 
spectators. The Turkey Shoot was a safe and fun event. 
Plastic turkey winners were Charles Mac Donald, John 
Bransfield, Jim MacIntosh, Amy Day, and Sandy Hodgson. 
Plastic Chickens went to Dan Gillis, Tony Handspiker, 
John A. MacHattie, and April England. Members are 
reminded the 2026 dues are past due. Thanks to all who 
helped this season. 

Royal Canadian Legion, Liscomb Branch 86 
The Legion is open Thursday, Friday, and Saturday from 
6:00 to 11:00pm. The Legion hall will be closed for the 
Holidays from December 21st to January 7th.  
Join us for Cribbage every Thursday and Saturday at 7:30 
pm. Crib will start in the New Year on January 8th.  
The General Membership Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, December 2nd at 7:00pm. There will be no 
meetings January through April 2026. Membership 
renewals and donations can be made by cash, debit, 
cheque, or e-transfer to branch86rcl@gmail.com.  
The Annual Christmas Craft and Bake Sale will be held on 
December 13th from 10:00am to 1:00pm, featuring a 
variety of goods from local vendors.  
The Christmas Tree Lighting will take place on December 
19th at 6:00pm. Bring your children to the Hall for holiday 
fun, including hot chocolate, treats, a visit from Santa, 
and the lighting of the 2025 Christmas tree. 
Shuffleboard returns on January 9, 2026, at 7pm, and will 
run every Friday night. Registration is $3, with weekly 
50/50 draws. Teams will be selected on January 9, and 
players are asked to attend each week to keep teams 
complete. 

Thank You—The Fraser Family 
Donnie loved the community he lived in and served 
throughout his whole life.  The outpouring of love and 
support that our family received during the last several 
months and during the time of his passing would have 
made him very proud.  
We cannot begin to express how much it meant to have 
our community surrounding us during this difficult time. 
Thank you to all those who visited him in the hospital, 
the stories and memories shared during that time will be 
cherished forever.  
Thank you to all those who sent cards, notes, food, and 
memorial donations. Thank you to Rev. Derek Elsworth, 
Sherbrooke & Area Vol. Fire Department, St. Mary’s Lion’s 
Club, HW Angus Funeral Home and to Eddie and Heather 
for sharing special memories during the service.  
A special thank you for the care and compassion that 
Donnie received from all the heath care professionals at 
St. Mary’s Memorial Hospital, St. Matha’s Regional 
Hospital and Cape Breton Regional Hospital. It was truly 
appreciated and will never be forgotten. 
From the family of the late Donnie Fraser, 
Norah, Rachel, Ian, Aaron and families  
Port Bickerton & Area Planning Association 
The Port Bickerton & Area Planning Association presents 
Chase the Ace Fridays at the Port Bickerton Community 
Centre. Ticket sales start at 7:00pm and end at 8:30pm.  
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Community Services 
Eastern Counties Regional Library (ECRL) 
Autumn is in the air, and ECRL is here to help create your 
cozy vibe new releases and old favorites and a selection 
of word puzzles, colouring sheets, puzzles or board 
games to entertain everyone. Drop in to our Fibre Arts 
Club on Tuesdays or visit the monthly Seniors Social! 
Don’t forget to stop by to restock on menstrual or 
incontinence products for you or someone you know. 
Tuesday from 9:00am-12:00pm & 12:30-2:30 pm. 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from 12:30-5:30 pm. 
Saturday from 9:00 am. - 12:00 pm. & 12:30-2:30 pm. 
Visit the library to use the computers, browse and borrow 
books, movies, and more. We also have a Community 
Use Room that individuals or groups can book at no 
charge. Find up-to-date information about your local 
branch at https://ecrl.ca/locations/sherbrooke-public-
library. For more information about library services, call 
us at 902-522-2180, email us at sherbrooke@ecrl.ca, or 
visit ecrl.ca. Stay current by following ECRL on social 
media: facebook.com/ECRLibrary | twitter.com/ecrlibrary. 

St. Mary’s District Food Bank 
Please contact 902-833-2920 to access services.  
Confidentiality is strictly upheld.  There is a donation box 
at Clover Farm.  Please check the “best before” date. Cash 
donations can be sent to St. Mary’s District Food Bank, 
P.O. Box 102, Sherbrooke, NS, B0J 3C0.  Donations are a 
great gift option and a card will be sent stating that a gift 
donation has been made.  Thank you for supporting your 
local Food Bank and may you all have a Joyous Christmas. 

Nova Scotia Guard – Volunteer Opportunity 
Are you a resident of St. Mary’s interested in giving back 
to your community during times of need? Consider 
joining the Nova Scotia Guard as a volunteer. The Guard 
is looking for individuals with special skills and training, 
such as firefighting, operating heavy equipment, or 
providing medical assistance. They also need volunteers 
who can help with general tasks like delivering food and 
essential goods, sorting donations, shoveling snow, 
assisting in community centres, and offering comfort and 
personal support to affected individuals. To register, 
simply complete and submit a registration form. If you 
are 18 years of age or older, you’ll receive an email with 
instructions on how to complete an Enhanced Criminal 
Record Check. Once your registration is processed, you’ll 
receive a confirmation or notification email from the 
Nova Scotia Guard. Online registration is available at 
https://nsguard.ca/. Please note that you’ll need to create 
an account or sign in to register. 
Historic Sherbrooke Village Development Society  
The Historic Sherbrooke Village Development Society is 
now renting storage units at their Community and Public 
Storage Facility in Sherbrooke, NS. A limited number of 
clean and secure cold storage units are available in 
various sizes. Rental rates are $70 per month for a 10’x5’ 
unit, $115 per month for a 10’x10’, $130 per month for an 
8’x15’, $140 per month for a 10’x15’, and $150 per month 
for a 12’x15’ unit. For more information or to reserve a 
unit, please contact David at 902-328-7129 or Lynn at  
902-318-5453. 

St. Mary’s Kids First  
Kids First is located in the Community Wing of St. Mary’s 
Education Centre/Academy. Monday Movers runs 9:30–
11:00 am for caregivers and children birth–6, with active-
living activities and a healthy snack.  
Wednesday Playgroup is 9:30–11:00 am for caregivers 
and children birth–6, with a snack provided.  
Friday Baby Group meets 11:00 am–12:30 pm for families 
with babies birth–18 months; siblings and expecting 
families are welcome.  
Gas cards are available upon request to help with 
transportation.  
Follow St. Mary’s Kids First on Facebook for updates. For 
details, contact Eliza at 902-870-7449. 
The Guysborough County Prenatal Program is open to all 
expectant women living in Guysborough County; self-
referrals are welcome—call Emilie at 902-533-3881. 
The Parenting Journey Program supports parents with 
children up to 18 years, with self-referrals welcome. 
Contact Paula at 902-870-7437 or 
parentingjourney@kids1st.ca. 

Guysborough County Community Business 
Development Corporation (CBDC)  
The CBDC Project Prep Fund offers financing for 
businesses preparing for future projects within 
Guysborough County. This fund provides loans of up to 
$20,000 with a maximum repayment term of 3 years and 
competitive low interest rates. It is designed to help 
businesses cover the costs associated with planning and 
preparing for upcoming projects, including feasibility 
studies, business plans, and other preparatory expenses. 
For more information or to find out if your business 
qualifies, please email wanda.macdonald@cbdc.ca. 

Nova Scotia Alert (NS Alert) App 
The Nova Scotia Alert (NS Alert) app is the official 
emergency alert and notification system for the province. 
It provides trusted, real-time alerts about emergencies, 
severe weather, wildfires, evacuations, and other public 
safety events that may affect your area. Whether you’re at 
home, at work, at school, or on the go, NS Alert helps you 
stay informed and prepared. You can personalize alerts 
by location, type, and severity—choosing areas that 
matter most, such as your home, workplace, or cottage. 
Key features include: official public safety alerts, severe 
weather warnings, wildfire and evacuation notices, 
location-based “Follow Me” alerts, and customizable 
settings by alert type and severity. The app also offers 
multilingual support, accessibility features, and interactive 
maps to view impacted areas. 
To download, search “NS Alert” in your mobile app store 
or visit https://apps.apple.com/ca/app/ns-alert/
id6747510995 for more information. 

Ecum Secum Volunteer Fire Brigade 
Volunteer Firefighters Needed! We’re looking for 
dedicated individuals to serve our community. No 
experience necessary. We’ll provide the training and gear. 
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Call 902-522-2000 to book today!  
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Community Services 

NS Department of Emergency Management  
Now is the time to make sure your home and property 
are ready for severe weather. Clear and secure loose 
objects, secure outdoor furniture, and clean your gutters 
to prevent water buildup. Don’t forget to prepare your 
emergency kit so you have what you need if a storm hits. 
For more tips, visit Hurricane Preparedness and the 
Emergency Kit Checklist.  

Seniors Care Grant  
The Nova Scotia Seniors Care Grant provides financial 
support of up to $750 to help seniors aged 65 and older 
with household and healthcare costs. To be eligible, 
applicants must be 65 or older by March 31, 2026, have a 
household net income of $45,100 or less, live in their own 
home or apartment, and have paid for eligible services 
between April 1st, 2025, and March 31st, 2026. 
Applications can be submitted online at the Nova Scotia 
Seniors Care Grant website or by mail to Seniors Care 
Grant, PO Box 160, STN Central, Halifax, NS B3J 2M4. For 
more information, call 1-800-670-4357 or email 
seniorsgrant@novascotia.ca. Only one application per 
household is permitted, and the deadline to apply is 
March 31st, 2026.  

Provincial Property Tax Rebate for Seniors  
The Provincial Property Tax Rebate for Seniors offers 
eligible homeowners a 50% rebate on the municipal 
property taxes paid in the previous year, up to a 
maximum of $800. To qualify, applicants must be 65 or 
older, receiving or eligible for the Guaranteed Income 
Supplement (GIS) as of July 1st, 2025, and have paid their 
2024 municipal residential property taxes in full. 
Applications are accepted from July 1st to December 31st, 
2025. To apply, complete the application form available at 
beta.novascotia.ca and submit it by mail to Property Tax 
Rebate for Seniors, PO Box 283, Halifax CRO, Halifax, NS 
B3J 2N7, or drop it off at your nearest Access Nova Scotia 
location. For assistance or more information, contact 
Service Nova Scotia at 1-800-670-4357 or email 
seniorsgrant@novascotia.ca. 

Calvary Faith Baptist Church 
Pastor Wayne Bray (P)902-522-2520 
Bible Study and Prayer Meetings are  on Wednesday’s at 
7:00pm. 
Sunday Services: 
December 7 at 6:00pm December 14 at 11:00am 
December 21 at 6:00pm December 28 at 11:00am 

Indian Harbour Pentecostal Church 
Pastor Terry Rideout  
Regular Services are at 10:30am. 
December 7  December 14 
December 21  December 24: Service at 6:30pm 
December 28 

Congregational Services 

St. Paul's Catholic Church Sherbrooke  
Parish Priest Fr. Thaddeus Orga 
(E)tvc30orga@gmail.com (P)902-919-9827  
(Glebe)902-783-2631  
Parish Council Chair, Rennie Beaver (P)902-870-7840 
Mass is each Sunday at 11:30am  

Stormont Union Church  
The Stormont Union Church will be hosting 2 Christmas 
concerts. The 1st one is Sunday Dec 14th 2025 at 1:30pm. 
The second one will be Saturday December 20th  at 
6:30pm. Some different performers at each concert. A 
light lunch will follow each concert in the Community 
Centre at Crossroads Country Harbour. Hope to see you 
there. Merry Christmas and all the best in 2026!  

St Mary’s Pastoral Charge/United Church of Canada 
Sunday Services: 
9:30am at St. John’s, Sherbrooke 
11:00am at Kirk, Glenelg  
6:30pm at Bethany/Zion, East River St. Mary’s 
Weekly Activities:  
Women’s Bible Study on Thursdays at 10:00am at Maple 
Manor Common Room. 
Men’s Group is on Wednesdays at 7:00pm at St. John’s, 
UCW meets monthly on the first Thursday at 2:00pm at 
Jo-Ann MacGrath’s in Aspen.  
JAM Club (an all-ages Sunday school) is every second 
Sunday at 2:00pm at Kirk, Glenelg. 
Youth Group for Grades 9–12 meets every second Friday 
from 7:30-9:00pm at Kirk, Glenelg. 
Youth Alpha is on Monday’s at the Sherbrooke Fire Hall  
Finding Freedom AA Closed Meetings are held Thursdays 
from 7:00-8:00pm at St. John’s. Closed means attendance 
is limited to those who have a desire to stop drinking. 

United Baptist Church 
Rev. Scott Chandler  
December 7 at 3:00pm, Port Hilford 
December 14 at 3:00pm, Sonora 
December 21 at 11:00am, Port Hilford 
December 28 at 3:00pm, Sonora 
All services in January and February will be at 2:00 pm on 
Sundays in Port Hilford. 

Community Volunteer Income Tax Program  
The Community Volunteer Income Tax Program needs 
volunteers to complete tax returns. 
To volunteer or for information on local participating 
community organizations, go to https://www.canada.ca/
en/revenue-agency/services/tax/individuals/community-
volunteer-income-tax-program/lend-a-hand-
individuals.html 
 



16 

 

December 2025 Events Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 Kids First Monday 
Movers 9:30am  

Goshen Coffee Break 
9:30am 

Transfer Station Open 
9:00am-4:30pm 

Curling 5:30,7 & 
8:30pm 

Zone 1: Garbage & 1 
Bulky Item 

Oldsters 45s 1pm 
Pond Hockey 7pm 
Liscomb Legion 
Meeting 7pm 
IHL 45’s 7:30pm  

Zone 2: Garbage & 1 Bulky 
Item 
Kids First Playgroup 9:30am 
Goshen Game Day 1-4pm 
Adult Skate 1pm  
Skate & Create Club 
2:30pm 
COTW 5pm 
Council immediately 
following COTW 
Adult Hockey 7pm 
Active Women’s Group 7pm 

Zone 3: Garbage & 1 
Bulky Item 
Fit & Fun Series 1pm 
House League 
Hockey 6pm & 7pm 
Volunteer Celebration 
6:30pm 
Oldsters Crib 7pm 
Liscomb Crib 7:30pm  

Kids First Baby Group 
11am 

Ecum Secum Penny 
Auction 5pm 

Port Bickerton Chase 
the Ace 7pm 
Stillwater 45’s 7:30pm 

House League Hockey 
11am & 12pm 
Free Skate 1pm 
IHL Christmas Tea 2pm 
Goshen Tree Lighting 
6pm 
St. Mary’s Community 
Choir Christmas Concert 
7pm 
Liscomb Crib 7:30pm  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

 Kids First Monday 
Movers 9:30am  

Transfer Station Open 
9:00am-4:30pm 

Curling 5:30,7 & 
8:30pm 

Zone 1: Recyclables 
Moser River Seniors 
Luncheon 12pm 
Oldsters 45s 1pm 
Pond Hockey 7pm 
Goshen Crib 7:30pm 
IHL 45’s 7:30pm  

Zone 2: Recyclables 
Kids First Playgroup 9:30am 
Adult Skate 1pm  
Skate & Create Club 
2:30pm 
COTW Meeting 5pm 
Goshen Game Day 1-4pm 
Adult Hockey 7pm 
Active Women’s Group 7pm 
Lion’s Bingo 7pm 

Zone 3: Recyclables 
House League 
Hockey 6pm & 7pm 
Oldsters Crib 7pm 
IHL Anchor to Calm 
7pm 
Liscomb Crib 7:30pm  

Kids First Baby Group 
11am 

Port Bickerton Chase 
the Ace 7pm 
Stillwater 45’s 7:30pm 
 

Liscomb Christmas Craft 
& Bake Sale 10am 
House League Hockey 
11am & 12pm 
Free Skate 1pm 
Ecum Secum Tree 
Lighting 5pm 
Liscomb Crib 7:30pm  
Transfer Station Open 
10:00am-3:00pm 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

 Kids First Monday 
Movers 9:30am  

Goshen Coffee Break 
9:30am 

Transfer Station Open 
9:00am-4:30pm 

Curling 5:30,7 & 
8:30pm 

Zone 1: Garbage & 1 
Bulky Item 

Oldsters 45s 1pm 
Pond Hockey 7pm 
Goshen Crib 7:30pm  
IHL 45’s 7:30pm  

Zone 2: Garbage & 1 Bulky 
Item 
Kids First Playgroup 9:30am 
Goshen Game Day 1-4pm 
Adult Skate 1pm  
Skate & Create Club 
2:30pm 
Adult Hockey 7pm 
Active Women’s Group 7pm 
Lion’s Bingo 7pm 

Zone 3: Garbage & 1 
Bulky Item 
House League 
Hockey 6pm & 7pm 
Oldsters Crib 7pm 
IHL Anchor to Calm 
7pm 
Liscomb Crib 7:30pm 
50+ Hockey 8pm   

Kids First Baby Group 
11am 

Liscomb Tree Lighting 
6pm  
Port Bickerton Chase 
the Ace 7pm 
Stillwater 45’s 7pm 
 

Free Skate 1pm 
House League Hockey 
11am & 12pm 
Liscomb Crib 7:30pm  
 
 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

 Kids First Monday 
Movers 9:30am  

Goshen Coffee Break 
9:30am 

Curling 5:30,7 & 
8:30pm 

Transfer Station Open 
9:00am-4:30pm 

Zone 1: Recyclables 
Adult Skate 1pm  
Oldsters 45s 1pm 
Pond Hockey 7pm 
Goshen Crib 7:30pm  
IHL 45’s 7:30pm  

Zone 2: Recyclables 
 

Christmas Day 
 

Boxing Day 
 

Free Skate 1pm 
Transfer Station CLOSED 

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

 Zone 3: Recyclables 
Goshen Coffee Break 
9:30am 

Transfer Station Open 
9:00am-4:30pm 

Zone 1: Garbage & 1 
Bulky Item 

Oldsters 45s 1pm 
Liscomb Seniors 
Christmas Lunch 2pm 
Goshen Crib 7:30pm  
IHL 45’s 7:30pm  

Zone 2: Garbage & 1 Bulky 
Item 
Lion’s New Years Eve Dance 
9pm 
  

New Years Day 
 
  

Zone 3: Garbage & 1 
Bulky Item 
Stillwater 45’s 7:30pm 
 
 

Free Skate 1pm 
House League Hockey 
11am & 12pm 
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